APPENDIX
FOR the sake of completeness it may be well to give here the
text of the two Jewish versions of the story of The Language
of Animals to which reference has been made above.1 One
of them runs as follows :
" Annually a man came from a great distance to pay a
visit to the wise king, and when he departed Solomon was in
the habit of bestowing a gift upon him. Once the guest
refused the gift, and asked the king to teach him the language
of the birds and the animals instead. The king was ready
to grant his request, but did not fail to warn him first of the
great danger connected with such knowledge. ( If thou
tellest others a word of what thou hearest from an animal/
he said, ' thou wilt surely suffer death ; thy destruction is
inevitable/ Nothing daunted, the visitor persisted in his
wish, and the king instructed him in the secret art.
" Returned home, he overheard a conversation between
his ox and his ass. The ass said : f Brother, how farest thou
with these people ? '
" The ox : 'As thou livest, brother, I pass day and night
in hard and painful toil.'
" The ass : 'I can give thee relief, brother. If thou wilt
follow my advice, thou shalt live in comfort, and shalt rid
thyself of all thy hard work/
" The ass : * O brother, may thy heart be inclined toward
me, to take pity on me and help me. I promise not to depart
from thy advice to the right or the left.'
" The ass : ' God knows, I am speaking to thee in the
uprightness of my heart and the purity of my thoughts, My
advice to thee is not to eat either straw or fodder this night
When our master notices it, he will suppose that thou art
1 Above, p. 456.
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